Grow Up? Not So Fast

By Lev Grossman, Time Magazine, January 16, 2005

Michele, Ellen, Nathan, Corinne, Marcus and Jennie are friends. All of them live in Chicago. They
go out three nights a week, sometimes more. Each of them has had several jobs since college; Ellen
is on her 17th, counting internships, since 1996. They don't own homes. They change apartments

frequently. None of them are married, none have children. All of them are from 24 to 28 years old.

Thirty years ago, people like Michele, Ellen, Nathan, Corinne, Marcus and Jennie didn't exist,
statistically speaking. Back then, the median age for an American woman to get married was 21.
She had her first child at 22. Now it all takes longer. It's 25 for the wedding and 25 for baby. It
appears to take young people longer to graduate from college, settle into careers and buy their first
homes. What are they waiting for? Who are these permanent adolescents, these twentysomething

Peter Pans? And why can't they grow up?

Everybody knows a few of them — full-grown men and women who still live with their parents,
who dress and talk and party as they did in their teens, hopping from job to job and date to date,
having fun but seemingly going nowhere. Ten years ago, we might have called them Generation X,
or slackers, but those labels don't quite fit anymore. This isn't just a trend, a temporary fad or a

generational hiccup. This is a much larger phenomenon, of a different kind and a different order.

Social scientists are starting to realize that a permanent shift has taken place in the way we live our
lives. In the past, people moved from childhood to adolescence and from adolescence to adulthood,
but today there is a new, intermediate phase along the way. The years from 18 until 25 and even
beyond have become a distinct and separate life stage, a strange, transitional never-never land
between adolescence and adulthood in which people stall for a few extra years, putting off the iron
cage of adult responsibility that constantly threatens to crash down on them. They're betwixt and

between. You could call them twixters.

Where did the twixters come from? And what's taking them so long to get where they're going?
Some of the sociologists, psychologists and demographers who study this new life stage see it as a
good thing. The twixters aren't lazy, the argument goes, they're reaping the fruit of decades of
American affluence and social liberation. This new period is a chance for young people to savor the
pleasures of irresponsibility, search their souls and choose their life paths. But more historically and

economically minded scholars see it differently. They are worried that twixters aren't growing up



because they can't. Those researchers fear that whatever cultural machinery used to turn kids into
grownups has broken down, that society no longer provides young people with the moral backbone
and the financial wherewithal to take their rightful places in the adult world. Could growing up be

harder than it used to be?

The sociologists, psychologists, economists and others who study this age group have many names
for this new phase of life — "youthhood," "adultescence™ — and they call people in their 20s
"kidults" and "boomerang kids," none of which have quite stuck. Terri Apter, a psychologist at the
University of Cambridge in England and the author of The Myth of Maturity, calls them

"thresholders."

Apter became interested in the phenomenon in 1994, when she noticed her students struggling and
flailing more than usual after college. Parents were baffled when their expensively educated,
otherwise well-adjusted 23-year-old children wound up sobbing in their old bedrooms, paralyzed by
indecision. "Legally, they're adults, but they're on the threshold, the doorway to adulthood, and
they're not going through it," Apter says. The percentage of 26-year-olds living with their parents
has nearly doubled since 1970, from 11% to 20%, according to Bob Schoeni, a professor of

economics and public policy at the University of Michigan.

Jeffrey Arnett, a developmental psychologist at the University of Maryland, favors “emerging
adulthood" to describe this new demographic group, and the term is the title of his new book on the
subject. His theme is that the twixters are misunderstood. It's too easy to write them off as
overgrown children, he argues. Rather, he suggests, they're doing important work to get themselves
ready for adulthood. "This is the one time of their lives when they're not responsible for anyone else
or to anyone else," Arnett says. "So they have this wonderful freedom to really focus on their own
lives and work on becoming the kind of person they want to be." In his view, what looks like
incessant, hedonistic play is the twixters' way of trying on jobs and partners and personalities and
making sure that when they do settle down, they do it the right way, their way. It's not that they don't
take adulthood seriously; they take it so seriously, they're spending years carefully choosing the

right path into it.

But is that all there is to it? Take a giant step backward, look at the history and the context that led up
to the rise of the twixters, and you start to wonder, Is it that they don't want to grow up, or is it that

the rest of society won't let them?



Questions:

1.

10.

Do you think twixters exists in Taiwan? Please give us some examples.

Do you think twixters is referring to our generation? Why or Why not?

Do you think you’re still a teenager or an adult or even a twixter? Why?

Why do you think this kind of situation happens in recent years? Is it caused by the educational

system or the economic condition? Explain your reasons.

Do you think what you have learned or going to learn from university will be useful for you
after you graduate (eg. Useful for your career)? If yes, please tell us some abilities that are

useful. If not, what kind of courses that you think universities should offer?

Would you choose to keep studying and go to graduate school after graduation? If yes, why is

that? If no, what will you choose to do?

Is it a good thing for twixters to act like teenagers rather like adults or a bad one? How about for

the society, is it good or bad? Explain your reasons.

Do you regard staying at your parents’ place as an act of responsibility or irresponsibility?

Will you choose to live with your parents after graduation? Explain your reasons.

What if your children are also twixters? What will you feel about it? Will you let them stay at
your place even after graduation? Will you accept that they put marriage as a secondary to their

career?
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